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· Thank you for coming here today.  I am pleased to see such a distinguished assemblage of experts on remote sensing and its use in transportation.

· As most of you know, Sec. 5113 of TEA-21 (The Transportation Efficiency Act for the 21stCentury – our principal surface transportation funding bill)  authorized the Secretary of Transportation to establish a program to develop commercial remote sensing applications in transportation.

· I am confident that your discussions today and tomorrow will provide considerable help in our decisions on the focus, direction and priorities for this program.

· The law specifically directs us to take a two-step process in establishing this six year program.

· It directed the Secretary to first issue a Policy Report by December 1999 that “validate(s) commercial remote sensing products and spatial information technologies for application to national transportation infrastructure development and construction.”

· This meeting is a major element of Stage 1.  By the end of tomorrow we hope to have a much clearer idea whether there are important transportation applications that can be aided by the use of remote sensing technologies and a sense of what our initial priorities should be.

· My office has the lead in preparing this Policy Report but it is truly a cooperative effort among my office, the Research & Special Programs Administration and all the DOT operating administrations.

· Secretary Slater has been leading a “ONE DOT” approach to problem solving and we are clearly doing that in this endeavor – there is active participation from throughout the Department.

· First of all, the Research & Special Program Office is co-lead in preparing the policy report and I think Fenton Carey and his staff for their contributions.

· Second, we have been working with a DOT-wide team consisting of experts from all parts of the Department.

· Third, there have been considerable assistance and information from NASA’s Office of Earth Sciences headed by Ghasseem (hah seem) Asrar.

· Stage 2 is the development of applications.  The law gives us considerable latitude in the operation of this program.  It only requires that we cooperate with a NASA Commercial Remote Sensing Program and a consortia of universities.  We plan to do so.

· These are both excellent requirements that will help us to leverage the resources we have available for this work.

· These parallel the goals of NASA and the strategies to achieve them.

· In their “Earth Sciences Strategic Enterprise Plan” NASA identifies the importance of identifying  and forming cost sharing Government partnerships in and outside of NASA that maximize the joint benefit of advanced technology developments.  We agree with NASA that this is the best strategy to achieve success.

· In addition, both DOT and NASA have separate networks of university partners and local participants.  There can be considerable synergy in combining these partnerships in the Remote Sensing program.

· Over the next two days, there are three major questions I would like you to keep in the forefront of your discussions.

· What public sector transportation services can be improved cost‑effectively by the use of remote sensing and spatial information;

· What are the impediments or barriers to using these new technologies (technical, institutional, cultural); and, 

· How can we best organize this program to maximize the use of the resources we have available to develop new applications.


· Before I close, I would be remiss if I did not extent my most heart-felt and sincere  appreciation to our NASA hosts – the Earth Sciences Office and  Jerry Garegnani (Garr i nyani) and the Goddard Space Flight Center’s Applied Information Sciences program.  Their gracious hospitality in arranging for the use of this auditorium is much appreciated.

· I also would like to thank Aviva Brecher and her colleagues at the Volpe National Transportation Center for their logistical support and the informative and insightful background paper.

· Again, thanks to all the people who are giving presentations and participating in the discussions.

· Thank you for your time and for sharing your knowledge and wisdom.

