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I thank you for participating in today’s panel forum on UAV platforms for transportation deployment.   The forum, and the UAV demonstration that follows, will showcase the results for application to multimodal transportation services, safety and security.

I’m proud and honored to represent my bosses, Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta and Deputy Secretary Michael Jackson in welcoming you today.

As Acting Administrator of RSPA, the DOT agency that administers this program, I am pleased to have this opportunity to share my excitement about the advancements of UAV development and their application to transportation.

This is an excellent follow-up to the outreach forum held yesterday in the Rayburn House Office Building on Capitol Hill.
UAV demonstrations have shown the ability to collect information for many applications be it on…  

· new land uses, 

· traffic congestion in urban areas, 

· parking lot utilization, 

· or the condition of highway signage in urban and rural transportation routes.  

The potential power of technology integration will greatly improve the safety and security of transportation services in areas like:

· Multimodal security for freight container transport,

· Monitoring safety and security of heavy freight vehicles,

· Freight movements and security at boarder crossings,

· Faster and smarter emergency response at large traffic accidents and incidents, and 

· Weather monitoring and winter weather maintenance operations.

They are developing into versatile new Remote Sensing platforms for transportation applications.

We have planned a demonstration of UAVs today.  You will see first-hand how remote sensing platforms using UAVs can be controlled in real-time to navigate and to collect transportation surveillance data.  

The vehicles weigh from 10 to 55 pounds and can carry a variety of multiple and interchangeable imaging devices.  These include:

· day and night real-time video, 

· multispectral and hyperspectral sensors, 

· thermal and synthetic aperture radar, 

· laser scanners, 

· and chemical, biological and radiological sensors. 

In the upcoming panel discussion, we will hear from experts on the various platforms available for transportation applications. They will discuss the potential for application to critical transportation surveillance and service management functions, including emergency evacuation in the event of serious collisions or accidents.
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