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I thank for you giving us an opportunity to share with you the accomplishments of the DOT-NASA Joint Program on remote sensing and spatial information technologies.  
We are excited about how these new technologies and products can be applied to multimodal transportation. 

I'm proud and honored to represent my bosses, Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta and Deputy Secretary Michael Jackson, in welcoming you today.   

As Acting Administrator of RSPA, the DOT agency that administers this program, I’m pleased to have this opportunity to share our results with you.

Transportation is an enormous sector of our economy and is literally vital to the American way of life.  One of every seven jobs is in the transportation sector.   For the American family, transportation is the second-highest household expenditure – behind housing and ahead of food.  Each person in our transportation network travels about 15thousand miles a year.  We are a nation on the move. 

At DOT, we are transportation architects for the future, engaged in pioneering and innovative work to advance transportation.  The work we show you today represents an investment toward transportation systems that are safer, simpler and smarter.  

Our work to explore Remote Sensing Technologies for Transportation will have enormous payoffs for the American people.

We feel the program’s collaboration of industry, academia and government may be an innovative model for this kind of work. We have brought together the research expertise of NASA’s Earth Science Enterprise Program, with DOT’s capabilities in technology demonstration and deployment. 

Workings with us are consortia formed by leading universities, industry and transportation service providers.  This combined effort has enabled us to transform research to products, and to test those products in real world situations for practical application.

The displays in this room show the four priority areas of focus for this program:

· Faster and Cheaper Environmental Services:
· The environment consortia led by Mississippi State University is streamlining environmental data services for faster planning and decision making at reduced costs. 
· The result: a ground-breaking project now underway along Mississippi’s Gulf coast. The Interstate corridor planning project, in cooperation with Mississippi DOT, promises to achieve increased efficiency and faster delivery of the Environmental Impact Statement, in support of the Administration’s environmental streamlining goals.
· New Frontiers for Infrastructure Management Services:
· The Infrastructure Consortium lead by the University of Santa Barbara developed and implemented methods for smarter infrastructure management.
· The result: intermodal connectors in the Alameda Corridor area of Southern Los Angeles were analyzed with remote sensing imagery, allowing better operations and maintenance of this vital corridor, improving efficiency and mobility.
· Expanded Horizons for Traffic and Transportation Flow Services:

· The Transportation Flow Consortium lead by Ohio State University used data from airborne and satellite imagery to provide cheaper and more accurate traffic measures.

· The result: the consortium’s efforts are now leading to an integration of remote sensing technology to expand the reach of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) for traffic flow management.
· Responsive and Robust Models for Disaster and Emergency Assistance Services: 

· The Consortium for Disaster and Hazards Management, led by the University of New Mexico, implemented models for improving preparedness for disasters and security of critical transportation systems. 

· The result: real time data acquired through remote sensing enables management of traffic, evacuation and relief operations. 
The payoff on this work is significant and will help us move the ball down the field toward our number one goal -- safety. 

DOT and NASA are working together with these leading institutions, industry and service providers in programs that truly serve the public need.  In this way we are helping President Bush to achieve his vision for a government that is citizen-centered, market-based and results-oriented.   
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