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ALASKA NEEDS WORKSHOP:

AIRBORNE AND SPACE-BASED REMOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGIES

May 2001
Purpose:



Dates:                                     30 – 31 May and 1 June 2001

Venue:                                    Hilton Hotel

                                               Anchorage, Alaska

NASA, in partnership with the State of Alaska, is planning to offer a new Regional Applications initiative (RAI). The intent of the RAI is to bring Earth science knowledge, data and technology from NASA sponsored research and other sources to bear on problems that confront state, local and tribal (SLT) governments and other regional organizations. 

In preparation for the RAI, NASA convened a number of workshops over the past two years with SLT representatives.  Two issues emerged from the workshops:  (1) NASA did not understand SLT information requirements and the ways in which the SLTs operate, and (2) SLTs were not familiar with what NASA does in Earth science and how it might be useful to them.  

This workshop is scheduled to address these issues as part of implementing the RAI.  It will, (1) develop a better understanding of SLT requirements and effective ways of meeting SLT needs; (2) integrate comments and recommendations from participants at the workshop into the implementation of the RAI; and, (3) provide a forum to describe NASA’s program in Earth science and the potential benefits it offers to SLTs.

Objectives:



The workshop will focus on current natural resource, transportation, aviation safety, or economic conditions in specific areas of the State and to discuss issues and prioritize Alaskan needs in an open forum.  The goal of the program is to assist the SLTs in the use of remote sensing and related technology to meet these perceived requirements for geospatial information in operations and decision support. Toward that goal, the workshop will: 

· Identify the range of SLT users and assess their needs;

· Determine the most effective ways of meeting SLT needs;

· Familiarize SLT technical and executive representatives with uses of NASA science, data, and technology;

· Guide SLT representatives to sources of data, software, and technical support; and,

· Create a broad-based network to support SLT use of remote sensing and geospatial information.
Content:



The workshop will be a mix of formal presentations, poster sessions, displays, and small working group discussions.  Specific topics to be covered include: 

· Regional issues for state, local and tribal governments;

· Implementation issues in remote sensing and geospatial technology;

· Case studies of how this technology has been applied; and 

· An overview of federal and industry programs. 

Participants will receive a Compact Disc Resource Guide that includes software, sample data sets, and a guide to useful websites to increase the awareness of potential applications within SLT agencies. 

